THE PARISH OF ATHLACKAGH. 371

SITUATION. This Parish is in the Barony of Coshws and is
bounded on the north by tne Parishes of Glenogra, Tullabracca
and Monasteranenagh; on the east by the Parish of Drummin; on
the south by Bruree and on the west by Croom.

NAME. The name of this Parish is in Irish An t-Ath
Leacach, which signifies the Flaggy Ford, so called fr:om a
ford on the Morning Star River, over which a bridge s
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The site =T Th@ ancien: Church ﬂf this Purish ig o=
by a Protestant Cunsch, which wes burned down some year
by Capi. Rock, but lw'ely repsioed. anre is nothing 1

it teo attract the notice of ths satliquarian,

In the Townland of Ratiicannon on 2 lofty hill ia this

Parish, are the ruives of an extensive Castle. T4 consis s

of an outer wsll enslos ivig a grest extent of ground with o
square towsy =94 ww*ai ing house now men ruined. The drwfiing
house is on vho wesi side and is now thaitched and inhabi’ 378
by a poor Tamily. Tm@ sguace Tower opr castle is in ohe LAY
west coi , but oniy its coren wali erd o fragment of
west aud east walls rewain, It noerth side measuvev Crlonac

outside irty ‘hree feer seven inches wnd is ot present nuout
thirty feet in nelant, 0i tnis tower ave oo
seven inches in thicknes LY wilt., The easl sidc oi
the onter watl or HWWn ol this ( .Lle in thirty ©ive prceo- 1n
lengtsh ard the novinh sids Lfour walls
neai'ly 2 sguare, but thsay cd that 14 is
cult to =ascervain thelr ori g or Wulther they bLu
more thau one tow They are [our fect threc inches thial
ond tho north wall, whiech is in wolerabie plu“mxvation,
less than seventeen fset high, but no part of the scuth
is more thao ten fret high. At the north east cornsr Lo re
are twe flights of leading Lo the top of the wall.
Fitzgerull ia his Hi Jdmerick zays that this oncblile Tor-
tress was built by tne family of O0’Casey, bul Q2
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In the sgouth

e I the Townland of Tullerboy is a
rude little Church c=l i
T

i1l Bruaine. It iw 2 meErae
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buit frem wha r;maixs 37 it you may ssecertain that it
on the inside forty five feel in length snd twenly fee: 14
widtn., Its wesi gable ig desiroyed dowos to the very & . du-

tions, as is aiso the soutn wall except two small Teagmoabs,
A considerable part of tne ciel gable rewsaing, as also 7 the
north wall, [rowm whien 1t con ba scon that it wag a ver rude
little building rnot more than four hundred years old. A
east gable has = remarkably rude wirdow, which is now g
ured on the inside and cuiside. The north wall is throc ieet
thick and 2bout eleven feet high.
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There is a holy well near this Church called Brusi:-’'s
Well. For Cnoctuagh see Field Name Book.



THE PARISH OF BALLYNAGALLIAGH.

SITUATION. This Parish is situvated in the Barony

County and is bounded on fthe north by the Parish of Mon
enagn; on the west by that of Tullybracca; on the =¢- 1

Porish of Bruff and

vn ths east by that of Knockainy.
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NAMB. The name of this Parish is locally prounounced in
Irish Baile na gCailleach, which signifies the Town of the Nuns.

The 0ld Chureh of Baile na gCailleach stood on the eastera
slope of the hill of the same name, but it is now all destroyed
except a fragment of the west gable measuring fourteen feet in
height and nine feet in breadth and three and a half feet in
thickness, built of stones of regular size cemented with 1lime 374
and sand mortar. All the other walls are destroyed, and even
the foundations are not traceable. There is a2 small grave
yard attached.

It is believed that a nunnery stood here formerly from
which the place was called Baile na gCailleach, or Nunstown.

About half a furlong to the north of this old grave yard
and on the northern summit of the same hill there is a giant's
grave or cromlech which has often attracted the notice of the
curious. It is now thrown down, tut the stones are on the
ground and one may easily perceive how they were originally
fixed. The flag supported by the gallanns or uprighis is
nearly of the shspe of an equilateral triangle measuring seven
feet in height, six feet six inches at the base, and one foot
six inches in thickness., The upright stones measure, one,
four feet in length and two and a half feet in height and ten
inches in thickness; the other, six feet in length, three feet
in height and one foot in thickness.,

For a description of Teampull Nua or New Church which is
situated in this Parish see Knockainy, where it was inserted
through mistake, and the Cromlech described as situated near
the south margin of Lough Gur is also in this Parish.

Of these Cromlechs Fitzgerald writes as follows in his 3"
History of Limerick:-

"On Baile na Cailleach Hill in this neighbourhood (nempé
of Lough Gur) is a Cromleach, near which a stone coffin was
found a few years since, with a human skeleton. At less than
half a mile south (north?) of this are two others, on¢ of which
has been lately broken down by a farmer, who had two of the
stones taken away to make pillars for hisg gateway."

Archdall’'s Mon. Hib., V.II, p.433, R.I.A. 378
Monasternicalliagh.

Situated near Lough Gur in the Barony of Small County;
here was formerly a Nunnery for Canonesses of the Order of St.
Augustine, dedicated to St. Catherine (War Mon.).

We meet with no other account of this Nunnery save that



LIMERICK. 113

the Rectorles of the Parishes of Drishane; Cullen; Nohavel;
Kilmeen and Drumtariff in the Barony of Duballow and Co. of
Cork, did belong to it. {Smith’s Cork, Vol. I, p.70). Iaquis-
1t10n 8th March XX Q. Elizabeth, flnds that tae following
Rectories in the Diocese of leerick were appropriated %o

the Abbey, viz,, Novagrangia, anauval valu: 20s. aad Dinmoilyne
annual value £0s. Note, the presentation to the Vicarage of
Dunmoilyne belonged to the Abbess (Chief. Remem.). This
nunnery, with the lauds and tensments thereunto belonging,
was granted to Sir Henry Wallop, Knight. See the Trin’tarian
Friary of Adaire.




